AMERICAN MISSION SCHOOLS          71
se schools in Syria were closed, many of the teachers ssted and forbidden ever to teach in the country in, while the parents were threatened with fine and >risonment if they continued to send their children to .erican schools. With few exceptions all the teachers i parents were natives and Turkish subjects. The 2ial reason given for the closing of these schools was t their boards had not complied with the Turkish law niring that textbooks, curriculums, and certificates of
teachers be submitted to the authorities for exam-ion; although the missionary representatives gave irance that these requirements had been met. oon after my audience with the Sultan I took up the ject of these schools with the Grand Vizier, Kiainil ha, who was perhaps the most enlightened statesman he Turkish Empire. Mr. King, while acting charge,
made an agreement with the Minister of Public auction whereby the missionaries at these schools e to submit the textbooks and other documentary ipment to the local authorities. I protested to the nd Vizier against the closing of the schools, and after e weeks we reached an understanding: he was to tel-iph the vali or governor-general at Syria that the )ols were to be allowed to reopen upon their compli-3 with the law, according to an arrangement between self and myself. The outcome looked hopeful, though iths dragged along without further result, lean while, and quite by accident, I learned that the te had formulated proposed additional regulations serning all foreign schools, and that these regulations e about to be submitted to the Council of Ministers )e made law. I immediately requested a copy from.
Grand Vizier.   I found, to my surprise, that the ilations were calculated to place insuperable obstacles